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Endemic to India and found within an extremely restricted  
range, green avadavats are a rare, globally threatened species, 

found in relative abundance in the forests of Mount Abu Wildlife 
Sanctuary. As part of conservation e!orts, Sahil Zutshi has been 

photographing this lesser-known and neglected species.
Text and photos: Sahil Zutshi
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SURMHFW�DQG�KHOS�UDLVH�DZDUHQHVV��7KH�VSHFLHV�KDV�D�GHFOLQLQJ�SRSXOD-
WLRQ�HOVHZKHUH�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�H[WUHPHO\�SDWFK\��UHVWULFWHG�UDQJH��ZKLFK�LV�
XQGHUVWRRG�WR�H[WHQG�RYHU�FHQWUDO�,QGLD�

FRAGMENTATION.�7KH�KLOOVLGHV�RI�0RXQW�$EX��IRUHVWHG�DUHDV�QHDU�WKH�
VXUURXQGLQJ�YLOODJHV��DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�LQFUHDVLQJ�KDELWDW�DOWHUDWLRQ�DQG�
IUDJPHQWDWLRQ��8QFKHFNHG�FRPPHUFLDO�GHYHORSPHQW��ULIH�FRUUXSWLRQ�
DQG�QHJOLJHQFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WRZQ�DQG�YLOODJH�DXWKRULWLHV�LV�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�
VHULRXV�HQYLURQPHQWDO�KDUP�DFURVV�WKH�GHFODUHG�HFR�VHQVLWLYH�]RQH����
� /DZV�GHVLJQHG�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�HFR�VHQVLWLYH�]RQH�DUH�HQIRUFHG� 
LQFRQVLVWHQWO\��5HODWLYHO\�XQWRXFKHG�KDELWDWV�DUH�EHLQJ�DOWHUHG�E\� 
XQPDQDJHG�WRXULVP��LQFUHDVLQJ�WUDI¿F��HQFURDFKPHQW��GHIRUHVWDWLRQ� 
DQG�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�OLW��XQPDQDJHG�ZLOG¿UHV��$GGHG�WR�WKLV�LV�WKH�WKUHDW�
IURP�LQGLVFULPLQDWH�XVH�RI�SHVWLFLGHV�DQG�FKHPLFDO�IHUWLOLVHUV�RQ�ORFDO�
IDUPV��0RUH�UHFHQWO\��YLOODJH�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�EHHQ�REVHUYHG�KHUGLQJ�
ELUGHUV�WR�GHHSHU��XQWRXFKHG�DUHDV��FDXVLQJ�GLVWXUEDQFH��,QFUHDVLQJO\��
XQHWKLFDO�DQG�TXHVWLRQDEOH�SUDFWLFHV�E\�ELUGHUV�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHUV� 
is also a concern.

� $�UHVWULFWHG�DUHD�WR�UHVWRUH�DQG�SURWHFW�WKH�KDELWDW�RI�WKHVH�PDJQL¿-
FHQW�ELUGV�KDV�EHHQ�FUHDWHG�DV�SDUW�RI�D�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�LQLWLDWLYH��7KLV�KDV�
LQYROYHG�WKH�SODQWDWLRQ�RI�QDWLYH�WUHH�VSHFLHV�RQ�UHFODLPHG�IRUHVW�ODQG��
DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�FRQWUROOHG�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV�DQG�SURKLELW-
LQJ�RYHUJUD]LQJ�DW�D�VHOHFWHG�VLWH��ZKHUH�DQWKURSRJHQLF�GLVWXUEDQFHV�
KDYH�EHHQ�PLQLPLVHG��$�JUHDWHU�GHJUHH�RI�DZDUHQHVV��YLJLODQFH�WR�FXUE�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�YLRODWLRQV��DQG�FRQVLVWHQW�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI�ODZV�WR�SURWHFW�
WKH�KDELWDW��LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�VDIHJXDUG�WKH�UHVLGHQW�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�JUHHQ�
DYDGDYDWV�DW�0RXQW�$EX�:LOGOLIH�6DQFWXDU\��2QJRLQJ�VXUYH\�ZRUN�DQG�
ORQJ�WHUP�PRQLWRULQJ�ZLOO�DVVLVW�ZLWK�IRUPXODWLQJ�IXUWKHU�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
actions.

6DKLO�=XWVKL�LV�D�UHVHDUFKHU�DQG�QDWXUH�FRQVHUYDWLRQLVW�� 
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KLV�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�ZRUN�DW�0RXQW�$EX�
:LOGOLIH�6DQFWXDU\��YLVLW�ZZZ�VDKLO]XWVKL�FRP

0RXQW�$EX�:LOGOLIH�6DQFWXDU\��VLWXDWHG�LQ�WKH�VWDWH�RI�5DMDVWKDQ�LQ�
,QGLD��LV�KRPH�WR�UDUH�ELUGV�FDOOHG�JUHHQ�DYDGDYDWV��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�JUHHQ�
PXQLDV��$PRQJ�WKH�����RGG�VSHFLHV�RI�ELUGV�IRXQG�ORFDOO\��WKHVH�OLWWOH�
ELUGV�DUH�WKH�SUL]H�RI�WKH�VDQFWXDU\��'UHVVHG�LQ�DQ�DWWUDFWLYH�SOXPDJH�
DQG�SURPLQHQW�]HEUD�EDUUHG�ÀDQNV��WKH\�DUH�PXFK�VRXJKW�DIWHU�IRU�WKH�
XQODZIXO�ELUG�WUDGH�

THREATENED.�$OWKRXJK�WKH\�DUH�FODVVHG�³UDUH�´�LOOHJDO�WUDGH�RI�WKHVH�
ELUGV�FRQWLQXHV�WR�ÀRXULVK�VLQFH�WKH\�DUH�IRXQG�LQ�ODUJH�ÀRFNV��WKHUH-
IRUH�PDNLQJ�FDSWXUH�HDVLHU��DQG�LOOHJDO�WUDGLQJ�PRUH�OXFUDWLYH��*UHHQ�
DYDGDYDWV�DUH�FDWHJRUL]HG�³YXOQHUDEOH´�E\�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�8QLRQ�IRU�
&RQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�1DWXUH��,8&1��DQG�DUH�OLVWHG�LQ�$SSHQGL[�,,�RI�&,7(6��
+XQWLQJ��WUDSSLQJ�RU�WUDGH�LQYROYLQJ�WKH�ELUGV�LV�D�SXQLVKDEOH�RIIHQFH��
7KH�³6WDWH�RI�,QGLD¶V�%LUGV�5HSRUW�����´�FDWHJRULVHV�JUHHQ�DYDGDYDWV�
DV�D�VSHFLHV�RI�KLJK�FRQFHUQ��³VHYHUHO\�WKUHDWHQHG�´�³QHJOHFWHG´�DQG�
³GDQJHURXVO\�ORZ�DEXQGDQFH�´�ZKLFK�PXVW�EH�XUJHQWO\�SURWHFWHG�
� ,�KDYH�EHHQ�SKRWRJUDSKLQJ�WKHVH�SRRUO\�VWXGLHG��DWWUDFWLYH�ELUGV�
ZLWK�WKH�DLP�WR�VKRZFDVH�WKHP�DV�SDUW�RI�D�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�SKRWRJUDSK\�

�Known locally as “haria,” translating to the  
 “green one” in the regional dialect, the birds  
 continue to be trapped for the illegal bird 
 trade. Nikon D500, Nikkor 200-500/5.6  
 at 500mm, f/6.3, 1/1600 sec., 3200 ISO.

�Green avadavats spend a considerable time at ground level, foraging for seeds which constitute their main diet. The birds prefer  
 to nest in thick scrub near water sources. Nikon D500, Nikkor 200-500/5.6 at 500mm, f/8.0, 1/1000 sec., 3200 ISO.

https://www.sahilzutshi.com/
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